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Practice Chart 3A (Long-Vowel Words) with 3A Game Flash Cards
After the Hanson CODE is memorized on Chart 3, using Game Flash Cards is one of the ways 
to practice the skill of decoding long-vowel words and a favorite one.
Many Ways to Use 3A GFCw: 

1.	 Use a Whole Page 
The master pages are copied and used as whole pages. The teacher photocopies a master 
page (or more) and gives each child the same page of 8 words to practice CODE Prompt 
#1-Circling and Crossing-out the vowels.

2.	 Use Game Flash Cards-(Most common use) 
The master pages are copied and used as flash cards. The teacher photocopies master 
pages, makes a duplicate of each page, cuts pages apart into individual flashcards, and 
uses the cards for the Matching Word Game and “Touch the Vowels Prompt” Practice.

3.	 Use more than one set at a time, placed in different locations. These 3Aw Game Flash 
Cards come in 5 sets with increasing difficulty, so teachers and parents can address the 
progressing skills of their child or students. All materials in Hanson Reading are progressive, 
so your child can be successful at every level. 

4.	 Use a Whole Page-to Make a  3A TOUCH TEST PAGE
3A TOUCH TEST is an untimed TEST to assure students are skilled at decoding long-vowel 
words recognizing the silent vowel without needing to circle the vowels and cross out the 
silent one. 

5.	 Use a Whole Page-to Make 3A TIMED WORD READING TEST PAGE
3A TIMED WORD READING TEST is given when students have developed proficiency 
reading 5 words FAST, applying the code before each word. 

Before progressing to decoding the short-vowel words, (Chart 3B),  
students must pass two 3Atests:

In Hanson Reading we have students practice applying the CODE and reading words fast so when 
they are reading in Hanson books and encounter an unrecognized word, they will be able to quickly 
apply the CODE, read the word and move on without losing the comprehension of the sentence. 

“I’m a Teacher Game” 
As with all of us, if we have to teach something, we get to know it better than if we are taught 
by someone else. In the Hanson Reading Phonics Chart System helping our students become 
teachers is possible because each skill has a simple prompt that is easy to learn, and it works in 
Hanson Reading materials and books.

Using a whole page, the teacher gives each child the same page of 8 words.
Each child takes a turn assuming the role as the “Teacher” dictating to their classmates 
the Prompt #1 Circle and Cross-Out (on the next page) as their peers follow their “student” 
teacher’s directions. The students like this activity. (You can use as many pages as you need.)
One Student—If you have only one student, especially if the student is your child, the technique 
of having the child be your teacher is something they like. We say, “Help me. Help me. Be my 
teacher,” and let your child teach you. Help your child to always use the exact words of Prompt #1 
Circle and Cross-Out, next page. 



CIRCLE and CROSS–OUT
Chart

3A

To read the word: pole	

Ask:  
1)									            “o”
								      

1a)                       (Look ahead, left-to-right.)

2)                                           	    	     “e”
 					      

3)	

	     (Recite the CODE while touching the circled vowels, but remember the crossed–out vowel can’t talk. It is silent.)

4) Read the word. (touching each letter that makes a sound)	 /puh/ /ó/ /lll/
(Pitch the vowel SOUND higher than the consonants, so the sounds blend together better.)

What is the 1st vowel you can find?

Keep Driving
Circle it.

Find the 1st vowel and give it the CODE.

Circle it and cross it out.

≤ póle
a e i o u

≤ pólê
a e i o u

The              :  “ o ”  with–a–vowel–after says / ó /.CODE
(1st vowel)

What is the next vowel you can find?

CODE Prompt #1 for Long Vowels

CODE
Prompt #1
for LONG
Vowels 

A Temporary Prompt

The generic prompt for words through Chart 5 is: “Find the 1st vowel and give it the CODE.”

When the habit of reading in a left–to–right direction has been 
established, this part of the Prompt can be eliminated.

From Chart 1-4 
Student Manual



To read the word: cute
Ask:  

1)									            “u”

2) 
(TOUCH the vowels AS the CODE is recited, but remember the “vowel–after” can’t talk.)

3) Read the word. (touching each letter that makes a sound)

	 /kkk/  /ú/  /tuh/

(Pitch the vowel SOUND higher than the consonants so the sounds blend together better.)

What is the 1st vowel you can find?

Touch it.

Give it the CODE.

The              :  “ u ”  with–a–vowel–after says / ú /.
(1st vowel)

CODE

a e i o u

≤ cute

a e i o u

≤ cute

	 a	 e	 i	 o	 u

            CODE Prompt #1 for Long Vowels
                       Touch-the-Vowels Prompt

A Temporary Prompt

Chart

3A

CODE 
Prompt #2
Touch the 

Vowels

From Chart 1-4 
Student Manual
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≤

≤ ≤

≤ ≤

≤ ≤

Chart 3A  
Game Flash Cards

Words 
Set 1 of 5

This set includes long vowel words with NO “b”s or “d”s
Discuss word meaning depending on how w and build vocabu-

lary. Have students use words in sentences.

ape

ate*

cake

came

cape

cave

coat
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≤ cute

fake

feet*

fine

five

foam

foe

gain
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gate

gave

hate

heat

hike

hive

home
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joke
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mean
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neat

nine

note

oak

pain*

pave
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Game Flash Cards
Chart 3A Words, Set 1 (63 cards)

Set 1: Mixed parts of speech, contains long vowel words with NO “b”s or “d”s

Have students notice capitalized NAMES. Names are always capitalized and called proper 
nouns. 

Note: homophones* Clarify word meaning and build vocabulary. 
Have students practice making up sentences using the words 

Pa
ge

 1

Introduction

ape

ate*   eight

cake

came

cape

cave

coat

Pa
ge

 2

cute

fake

feet*   feat

fine

five

foam

foe

gain

Pa
ge

 3

game

gate

gave

hate

heat

hike

hive

home

Pa
ge

 4

jail

jeep

joke

keep

kite

make

mean

moan

Pa
ge

 5

mute

name

neat

nine

note

oak

pain*   pane

pave

Pa
ge

 6

peak

pine

pipe

safe

sail*   sale

same

seat

see*   sea

Pa
ge

 7

seek

soap

take

tame

tea*   tee

tie

time

toe*   tow

Pa
ge

 8

tone

vase

vine

wake   

week*   weak

wife

woke

zone
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Chart 3A  
Game Flash Cards

Words 
Set 2 of 5

This set includes long–vowel words with marked “b”s and “d”s, 
Notice: Names are capitalized.

Discuss word meaning depending on how words are used. 
Note: *homophones for discussion and vocabulary building.

A∂e

air*

∫ake

beat*

∫ike

∫ite

coal
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Game Flash Cards
Chart 3A Words, Set 2 (55 cards)

Set 2: Long-vowel words with marked “b”s and “d”s, no buzzing “s”
Have students notice capitalized NAMES. 
Names are always capitalized and called proper nouns. 
Note: homophones* Clarify word meaning and build vocabulary. Have students use 
words in sentences.

Pa
ge

 1

Introduction

Abe

air*   heir

∫ake

∫eat*   ∫eet

∫ike

∫ite

coal

Pa
ge

 2

co∂e

cu∫e

dare

date

Dave

Dean

∂ime

∂ive

Pa
ge

 3

∂oor

Duke

ear

Eve

fee∂

fire

four*   for

Gail

Pa
ge

 4

hair*   hare

hare*   hair

here

hi∂e

hole*  whole

Jake

Joan

June

Pa
ge

 5

Kate

loaf

mail*   male

meal

Mike

more

Pete

pour*   poor

Pa
ge

 6

rain*   reign

rea∂*

ripe

roa∂*   ro∂e

rope

ru∂e

seal

sore*   soar

Pa
ge

 7

Sue

tile

toa∂

tu∫e

Wa∂e

wi∂e

wire

year
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Chart 3A  
Game Flash Cards

Words 
Set 3 of 5

This set includes long-vowel final-e words with “s” added.
Note: the letter “s”, when not a beginning letter,  

can make a buzzing sound.  s=z

boneΩ

caneΩ

capes

careΩ

hikes

lakes

muleΩ
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Game Flash Cards
Chart 3A Words, Set 3 (15 cards)

Set 3: Long vowel final-e words with an “s” added. 
Words with marked “b”s and “d”s, and buzzing “s”

Note: the letter “s”, when not a beginning letter, can make a /zzz/ sound, a Buzzing-S. 
A buzzing-s never appears at the beginning of words. Students have no way of telling when 

there’s a Buzzing-s, so they are marked with a “z” above the “s” through Chart 5.

Pa
ge

 1

Introduction

∫oneΩ

caneΩ

capes

careΩ

hikes

lakes

muleΩ

Pa
ge

 2

pipes

saveΩ

si∂eΩ

tapes

votes

waveΩ

wipes

wireΩ
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Chart 3A  
Game Flash Cards

Words 
Set 4 of 5

This set includes long-vowel words with marked “b”s and 
“d”s and “s” added to form ending blends. The letter “s”, 
can sound like a “z”, a Buzzing-s if it is not a beginning 
letter.  Discuss *Homophones to clarify meaning.

ai∂Ω*

aimΩ

∫ea∂Ω

∫eaks

∫eamΩ

∫eanΩ

∫eats*
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Game Flash Cards
Chart 3A Words, Set 4 (55 cards)

Set 4: Long-vowel words with “s” added to form ending blends.

Note: the letter “s” can make a /zzz/ sound, a Buzzing-S. A buzzing-s never appears at the 
beginning of words. Students have no way of telling when there’s a Buzzing-s, so they 
are marked with a “z” above the “s” through Chart 5.

Note: homophones* Clarify word meaning and build vocabulary. It is best if you help students learn 
how to use these words in sentences. Some of these words can be used as verbs and some can be 
used as nouns. Ex. Mom aids (verb) the elderly. The aides (noun) helped the children.

Pa
ge

 1

Introduction

ai∂Ω*   ai∂eΩ

aimΩ

∫ea∂Ω

∫eaks 

∫eamΩ

∫eanΩ

∫eats*   ∫eets

Pa
ge

 2

∫eets*   ∫eats

coats

dealΩ

deedΩ

earΩ

eatΩ

eelΩ

fee∂Ω

Pa
ge

 3

feelΩ

goalΩ

goats

healΩ*   heelΩ

hearΩ

heats

heelΩ

keeps

Pa
ge

 4

leaks*   leeks

leanΩ

leaps

loa∂Ω

loanΩ

maidΩ

mailΩ*   maleΩ

meets*   meats

Pa
ge

 5

nailΩ

peeks*   peaks

peelΩ 

peeps

pourΩ

railΩ

rainΩ*   reignΩ

rea∂Ω*   reedΩ 

Pa
ge

 6

reedΩ*   rea∂Ω

roamΩ

seamΩ*   seems

seats

see∂Ω

seemΩ*   seamΩ

tailΩ*    taleΩ

teamΩ

Pa
ge

 7

tearΩ

teenΩ

waits*  weights

weedΩ

weeks

weeps

yearΩ

yourΩ
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Chart 3A  
Game Flash Cards

Words 
Set 5 of 5

This set includes long vowel words with ending blends. 
The letter “s”, when not a beginning letter, can sound like a 

“z”, a Buzzing-S
Note: *homophones for possible discussion

baste

beard

beast

board*

boast

coarse*

coast
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course*

court

east

faint

feast

least

mourn*

paint
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paste

roast

saint

taste

toast

waste*

weird

yeast
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Game Flash Cards
Chart 3A Words, Set 5 (23 cards)

Set 5: Long vowel words with ending blends.

Note: homophones* Clarify word meaning and build vocabulary.
It is best if you help students learn how to use these words in sentences.

Pa
ge

 1

Introduction

baste

beard

beast

board*    bored

boast

coarse*   course

coast

Pa
ge

 2

course*   coarse

court

east

faint

feast

least

mourn*   morn

paint

Pa
ge

 3

paste

roast

saint

taste

toast

waste*   waist

weird

yeast


